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 Inauguration Planning Framework 
 Inauguration Transportation Plan 

 Modal elements 

 Day of Event Operation 

 Communication Flow 

 Wrap-Up & Lessons Learned 



 Inauguration 
 Papal Visit 
 Presidential Funeral 
 July 4th 
 Cherry Blossom, Rolling Thunder 
 Events – IMF/World Bank/G20 
 Walks/Runs/Marathons 
 Sporting Events  

 Nationals, DC United, Verizon Center, Legg Mason 
 Convention Center 
 University Events 
 Festivals 
 Block Parties 
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Year President Attendance Metro 
Ridership 

Temp 
(o F) 

Precipitation 

1965 Johnson 1.2 M 38 1”snow on ground 

1973 Nixon 0.3 M 42 None 

1977 Carter 0.35 M 28 None 

1981 Reagan 0.5 M 55 None 

1989 Bush, H.W. 0.3 M 51 None 

1993 Clinton 0.8 M 812,000 40 None 

2001 Bush, W. 0.5 M 602,000 36 Rain/snow 

2009 Obama 2.0 M 1,500,000 30 None 

President Reagan’s second term had the lowest temperatures 70F. Swearing-in was held indoors 

and the parade was cancelled. 

Adapted From:  CNN & National Weather Service 



Designated as National Special Security Event (NSSE) – US Secret Service is the lead agency 

More than 70 Federal, local, state 

and regional agencies were 

involved 

Transportation is only a portion of 

the overall concept of operation 



The timeline for 2013 was compressed since the plans for 2009  were 

already in place and anticipated crowds were lower. 





2009 INAUGURATION 2013 INAUGURATION 

 Discouraged auto travel 
 Road closures not as 

stringent as 2009 
 All bridges except 

Memorial Bridge open to 
traffic 



 Walk 
 Metrorail 
 Metrobus 
 Amtrak 
 Commuter Rail  
 Tour Bus/Charter Bus 
 Taxi 
 Bike 
 Drive 
 Water Taxi 







Support large volumes of unfamiliar customers 

 



• Service from 4AM to 2AM the 

following day 

• 17 consecutive hours of rush 

hour service 

• Parking fees on exit 

• Three station closures 

 







▪ The RFK online reservation system  

▪ Tracking- DDOT will be collecting reservation and trip permit 
information weekly from off-street lot operators between December 
14th and January 14th and daily between January 14th and January 21st. 

 Parking reservation information and Trip permit information 
will be disseminated to stakeholders weekly.  







 All passengers were given wristbands 
identifying the lot the bus was parked in 

 All buses were welcomed by a greeter 
 Golf carts helped to move ADA population 

inside bus lots 
 Lost Passenger Stations and Warming Stations  

to be setup along walking route and event site 

 



 Capital Bikeshare (CaBi) 
operated two corals  at 
two locations: 

 17th and K Street NW 
(McPherson) 

 12th and Independence 
SW (USDA) 

 Personal bike parking at 
16th and I Street NW 

 4,500 CaBi users; 300 
personal bikes parked 

 No lost bikes 

 



 Used as an alternative option instead of 
walking to site from RFK 

 Coordinated with Taxi cab commission to 
establish special rate 

 Water ferry moved regional residents from 
Alexandria, Va to District(45 mins one way) 

 Needed to ensure a controlled environment 
through proper staffing 
 
 
 







 Repave Pennsylvania Avenue 
 Remove (and reinstall) 25 signal poles, 88 signal heads and 76 bollards from the median of 

Pennsylvania Avenue  
 Develop and execute tour bus management and operations plan   
 Plan and implement curbside management plan 

 5,000 decorative emergency no parking signs, 10,000 emergency no parking signs 

 Install 450 Flags along parade route 
 Fabricate and install tour bus and pedestrian way finding signs 
 Participate in security sweep of transportation assets in secure perimeter 
 Provide staffing for  snow contingency plan 
 Monitor traffic at 24X7 transportation management center (TMC) 
 Provide staffing at various command centers including emergency liaison officers (ELO) at the 

EOC  
 Control vehicular and pedestrian traffic with traffic control officers, school crossing guards and 

public space inspectors 
 Respond to incidents using roadway operations patrol staff 
 Support and implement street closures 
 Coordinate traveler information dissemination through portable dynamic message signs 
 Prepare and make real-time adjustments to signal timing plan 
 Enforce public space moratorium 
 Train and coordinate with DC National Guard and ServeDC and PIC volunteers  



 Find Common Ground  
 Develop the Plan Early  
 Exercise the Plan  
 Communicate a Common and Unified Message  
 Manage Expectations 
 Ensure Sufficient “Boots on the Ground” 
 Learn from the Past  
 De-conflict Modes 



 


